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1. A comparator for use wi 
having an active portion 
time elapses and at a rate 
wherein the chemical 



having 



changes 



comparator comprising: 
a support member; and 
a plurality of compara 
stage comprising a 
having a predeterm 
active portion of th< 
portions of the 
predetermined coloi 
is substantially lig 
predetermined color 
substantially darker 



CLAIMS 

:h a time-temperature indicator, the time-temperature indicator 
ing an initial color and which undergoes chemical changes as 
related to the temperature of the surrounding environment 
produce changes in the color of the active portion, the 



or stages located on the support member, each comparator 
first portion having a reference color and a second portion 
ned color that is the same as one of the colors to which the 



com >arator 



time-temperature indicator changes, the colors of the second 
stages darkening in a progressive manner such that the 
of the second portion of a first one of the comparator stages 
hter than the reference color of the first stage and the 
of the second portion of a last one of the comparator stages is 
han the reference color of the last comparator stage. 




2. The comrfiraterfccoiding to claim 1 further comprising indicia formed on the support 
member to ftfcHitate identification of each stage. 



3. The comparator according to claim 1 wherein the first portion and second portion are 
adjacent to each other. 

4. The comparator according to c^im 1 wherein the first portion is located within the 
perimeter of the second portion. 

5. The comparator according to claim 1 wherein the second portion is located within the 
perimeter of the first portion. 



6. The compara) 
substantially circular in 
diameter /of the' second/ 
arranged, 



ording to claim 1 wherein the first and second portions are 
shape, the first portion having a diameter greater than the 
y portion, the first and second portions being concentrically 



7. The co/^par^tor according to claim 1 wherein each comparator stage further includes a 
base region surrounding the first and second portions. 



8. Tile comparator according to claim 7 wherein each base region has a substantially 
square shape. 



9. The comparator according to claim 7 Xherein each base region has a color that is the 
same as the color of the second portion 6f the first comparator stage. 

10. The comparator according toytlaim 1 wherein the support member is substantially 
planar. 

11. The comparator accordii^ to claim 1 wherein the support member is fabricated 
from cardboard. 



12. The comparator 
attached to the support 

13. The comparator 
printed on the suppx 




g to claim 1 wherein each of the comparator stages is 



mi 



accOi 



rding to claim 1 wherein each of the comparator stages 
mber. 



is 



14. The comp^ator according to claim 1 wherein each of the comparator stages 
comprises a labil having an adhesive backing, each of the comparator stages being 
adhered to the support member. 
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15. The comparator according to claim 1 wherein the plurality of comparator stages 
comprises six (6) comparator stages. 

16. A comparator for Juse with a time-temperature indicator, the time-temperature 
indicator having an activjb portion having an initial color and which undergoes chemical 
changes as time elapsei and at a rate related to the temperature of the surrounding 
environment wherein trie chemical changes produce changes in the color of the active 
portion, the comparaton comprising: 

a substantially planar support member; and 

a plurality of comparator stages printed on the support member, each comparator 
stage comprising a first portion having a reference color and a second portion 
having a predetermined color that is the same as one of the colors to which the 
active porti^noftiie time-temperature indicator changes, the first and second 
portions be^ig substantially circular shaped, the second portion having a diameter 
than the diameter of the first portion, the first and second portions 
;ntrical ly arranged, the colors of the second portions of the comparator 
a progressive manner such that the predetermined color of the 
second pojtion of a first one of the comparator stages is substantially lighter than 
the reference color of the first stage and the predetermined color of the second 
portion of a last one of the comparator stages is substantially darker than the 
reference c slor of the last comparator stage; and 
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whereby a user of tjfecomparator compares the color of the active portion of the time- 
temperatur/ h/dicator to each comparator stage to determine if the color of the 
active portWrf is the same as the color of the second portion of any of the 
comparator stages. 

17. A riaethod of determining the time-temperature condition of a food product having 
applied theVeto a time-temperature indicator, the indicator having an active portion having 
an initial coW and which undergoes chemical changes as time elapses and at a rate 
related to the temperature of the surrounding environment wherein the chemical changes 
produces changes in the color of the active portion, the method comprising the steps of: 
(a) providing a comparator comprising support member, and a plurality of 
comparator! stages located on the support member, each comparator stage 
comprising a\first portion having a reference color and a second portion having a 
predetermined! color that is the same as one of the colors to which the active 
portion of theUime-temperature indicator changes, the colors of the second 
portions of the comparator stages darkening in a progressive manner such that the 
predetermined coldr of the second portion of a first one of the comparator stages 
is substantially lighter than the reference color of the first stage and the 
predetermined color oVthe second portion of a last one of the comparator stages is 
substantially darker thah the reference portion of the last comparator stage; 
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(b) compa ing the color of the active portion of the time-temperature indicator to the 
predetermined color of the second portion of each comparator stage; 

(c) selectii lg the comparator stage having the second portion with the predetermined 
color tiat matches the color of the active portion of the time-temperature 
indicator; and 

(d) correlating the comparator stage selected in step (c) to a particular time- 
tempera :ure condition. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 7 wherein selecting step (c) further comprises the steps of: 
determining if the shade of the color of the active portion of the time-temperature 
indicator is between the shades of the colors of the second portions of adjacent 
comparator stages; and 
selecting fropf tb/e pair of adjacent comparator stages the stage having the second 
portion/with /the lighted shade'of color if it is determined that the shade of the 
the £ctiy£jj0rn;on of the time-temperature indicator is between the shades 
ofpe second portions of adjacent comparator stages. 



19. The method 
located adjacent tc 
stage, the selecting 



according to claim 17 wherein the comparator further includes indicia 
each comparator stage to facilitate identification of each comparator 
step (c) comprised of the step of selecting the indicia that identifies 
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the comparator stage/ that has the second portion with the predetermined color that 
matches the coloi^dfflie\active portion of the time-temperature indicator. 

20. The method /according to claim 19 wherein correlating step (d) further comprises 
the step of correlating the indicia of the selected comparator stage to a particular time- 
temperature condition. 



